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‘‘ The miseries produced by the system, must, in the end, if left unre- 
** dressed, redress themselves. Great power, which has been long growing 
‘together, however it may exert itself, however severe aud cruel in its 
** effects, will last a great length of time after its characteris gone. A 
‘* system of sway, such as I am coutemplating, will maintain itself, along 
‘‘ while after itis openly reprobated by every man who lives under it. 
* But, at last, the misery which it occasions becomes so intolerable, that 
‘it can ho longer be endured. It is impossible; it is almost physicall 
‘impossible, that millions of human beings should quéet/y perish wit 
‘‘ hunger, or with misery, which occasions death; which mauifestly pro- 


> ** duces death. This is altogether impossible; because the inducement to 


‘=e sor * 


‘ preserve life by abstaining from violence becomes, in such a state of 
“‘ things, less powerful than the inducement to preserve it by the means 


“© of violence, “Lf Lam sure to die for seizing the dinner of another man, 


still | seize it. if 1.am sure to die with hunger for the want of food; 
“ because, at aay rate, by seizing the dinner, 1 secure my life a little 


. “ while longer.”—Recister, 10th August, 1816. 
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TO 


SIR FRANCIS BURDETT, BART. 





Kensington, 9th May, 1826. 


Sir, vours during this present Sess 


Ir is some time since I ad-|of Parliament; by the wantd Ba 
dressed a Letter to you. gFor| hostility that you have shown, 4 
reasons which [ shall state before} only to all those principles wh 
I have done, I was strongly indis-| first recommended you to @#e. 
posed to do it even now; but, I! people, and bade you talk incé&e—~ - 
have, at last, had this indisposi-| santly about the “Regiment” ail’) 
tion overcome by your series of : 
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the **Crib,” and led me as well 
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- in support of that Bill, which you 
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ais others to hope that you would 
endeavour constantly to beat down 
that usurping and plundering Re- 
giment ; notonly by this hostility ge- 
nerally, but by your direct unequi- 
vocal declarations in favour of the 
fraudulent paper-money, in favour 
of measures tending to make the 
food of the people dear, in favour 
of the necessity of a dominant 
class, having ihe millions at their 
feet, and, in short, in favour of 
every thing hostile to the happi- 
riess and liberty of the great body 
of the people. I have, indeed, 
perceived that there has been a 
slight whisper from you on the 
subject of punishment inflicted on 
regular standing soldiers in time 
of peace; but, from your lips, 
there has not, that I have been 
able to discover, been, for years, 
a single syllable in behalf of the 
suffering people. When, two 
years ago, a Bill was brought into 
Parliament, to weaken the mono- 
poly of the grinding brewers, and 
to give the people a fair chance 
of avoiding the effect of that mo- 
nopoly, not a word came from you 


saw chipped away, bit by bit, till 
it came te next to nothing. When 
the law was passed to add érdns- 
portation to the other horrid pu- 
nishments intended to preserve to 


the land-owners the exclusive pos~|_ 





session of wild animals, not a 
word of opposition came from 
you. When the horrid new tres- 
pass-law was passed, and the siill 
more horrid law that made it 
felony to take an apple from a 
tree, not a breath of opposition 
came from him, who, only a few 
years ago, in an Address to the 
People of Westminster, told them 
that he held his estates as a “ re- 
‘* taining fee for defending the 
‘* liberties of the people.” How- 
ever, these things were passed ; 
they were gone by, and might 
have remained unnoticed, had it 
not been for your recent conduct. 
The times are now of great im- 
portance: principles are now to 
be looked well at: the fate of the 
country is, in all probability, to 
be decided by the measures of 
the next twelve months: and, we 
ought, therefore, now, to look 
scrupulously at the opinions put 
forth by men who stand in your 
situation. 


I shall first notice your speech 
on the petition from Paisley, which 
was presented by Lord Folke- 
stone, on the fourth of May ; and, 
that we may have every thing 
fairly before us, I shall first inser! 
the petition itself, which was in 
the following’ words : 
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To the Honourable the Commons of 
Great Britain and Ireland, ini Par- 
jiament assembled. 

The Petition.of the undersigned, 
Burgesses and Householders 
of the town of Paisley, 


Humbly Sheweth, 


1. That it appears to your Peti- 
tioners, that of all the subjects which 
have engaged the attention of your 
Honourable House for many years, 
there is none so iniportant in all its 
bearings, as that with regard to the 
Currency of the country. 

2. That your Petitioners are of 
opinion, that the fatal cons« quences 
resulting froin the circujation of Pa- 
per Money, are now too clearly de- 
imoustrated to require’ parucular enu- 
meration ;—that from its very nature 
it ts lable to be suddenly augmented 
aud diminished in quantity ; that 
such sudden diminution or auginent- 
ation is productive of the utmost 
embarrassment in the pecuniary 
affuirs of the people among whom 
itiscurrent. ‘That while the quan- 
lity Is increasing, it- creates and 
cherishes a spirit of imprudent spe- 
culation, subversive of the patient 
habits of sober and persevering in- 
dustry; that the inevitabie effect of 
contracting the circulation, is a de- 
pression of the price of all commodi- 
ties, and of property of every descrip- 
tion, Hence ensue bankruptcies, 
misery, and starvation; the arm of 
industry is paralyzed; prudence, dili- 
gence, and honesty, are robled of 
their reward; and all confidence 
between man and nian totally de- 
stroyed, Such, may it please your 
Honournble House, is bee a very 
faint outline of the-appalling picture 
which our unhappy country at this 
monient presents, 


3. That your Petitioners are fer- 
Vently anxious to impress upon your 
lionourable House, that the distress 
and wreichediiess wisielh the people 
0! Scotland are-now experiencing on 
account of “the drawing in of the 


i 


indescribable; that on this account, 
at Jeast one-third of the working 
population of this town have been 
thrown out of employment; and that 
as no legal provision is made for 
their subsistence, their very extst- 
ence is dependent on the precarious 
aid ofcharity. And your Petitioners 
are apprehensive, that were the ven- 
ders of that false moncy, which is 
almost the only circulating medium 
in this part of the country, called 
upon to pay their Notes in ihe legal 
coin of the realin, the same sort of 
deplorable occurrences might take 
place here, which have been: produc- 
tive of so much misery in other parts 
of the United Kingdom. For these 
and other reasons, your Petitioners 
are persuaded that The speedy in- 
troduction of a Metallic Currency 
throughout the whole Kingdom, 1s 
most essentially necessary, not only 
to restore domestic happiness, but 
also to preserve Ms ¢@xistence as an 
Indepe: dent State. 

4, That although your Petitioners 
are most desirous to see tlie /raudu- 
lent Paper Moncey superseded by a 
sterling Gold and Silver Currency, 
yet they are decidedly convinced 
that this object cannot be attained, 
without still farther lessening the 
umount of the circulating moncy; 
by which operation, the value of 
that which remains must be propor. 
tionally augmented ; and, theretore, 
that it is obviously reasonable, that 
an Adjustment of all Money Con- 
tracts; a Reduction of the Goverh- 
ment Expendiiure; of the ‘Taxes; 
and of the Nominal Amount of the 
National Debt, ought at the safhe 
time to be made, correspondent with 
that increase of value. 


5. Your Petitioners do, therefore, 
humbly, yet must trgently, entreat 
your Honourable Hose to muke 
such, Enactments as will deliver the 
pecple of Scotland, in common: with 
their tellow-subjects of the United 
Kingdom, trom. ibe scourge of a 
fulse and misety-producing Paper 





base Paper, Monzy, care absolutely | Money; and ensure to them the 
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benefit of a sterling Gold and Silver 
Currency ; and, at the same time, to 
institute measures for a suitable 
Reduction of every branch of the 
Public Expenditure; of the Taxes; 
and of the Nominal Amount of the 
National Debt; and, also, for makin 
an Equitable Adjustment of ail 
Money Contracts. 


And your Petitioners shall ever 
pray. 
Paisley, 24th April, 1826. 





Lord Folkestone had spoken 
in praise of this petition, as had 
Colonel Johnstone, who seconded 
his motion. Mr. Maberly then 
followed in disapprobation of the 
petition, and then, according to 
the report, you came in the follow- 
ing words: “ Sir Francis Burdett 
“ said, that he did not agree with 
‘*‘ the petitioners in their reason- 
«‘ ing, and he thought he was able 
“to show that one part of it was 
** quite inconsistent with the other. 
“He could not agree with his 
“Noble Friend, therefore, that 
* this petition in any manner de- 
* served to be called a manual 
** of political economy on this 
“‘ subject. No one could doubt 
“that great distress arose, not, 
** however, in the way in which 
‘* the petitioners described it, but 
“from the interruption of all 
“ trade which took place, The 
*“ petition was fonnded, he said, 
“in premises false in themselves 
“ and arbitrarily assumed.” 





Thus, then, you condemned 
this petition. You say that its 
premises are false in themselves, 
and arbitrarily assumed. As to 
their being arbitrarily assumed, 
it is difficult to know what you 
mean, unless you be come, at last, 
to believe, that no assertions are 
to be contained in a petition, un- 
less the truth of them be first 
established at the bar of your 
House. This petition comes, Sir, 
from the burgesses and house- 
holders of the town of Paisley, 
in Scotland. We have, during 
the last twenty-seven years, had 
many published papers coming 
from your pen; but, had we ever 
one written with such clearness, 
such neatness of expression, such 
correctness, and every way 80 ex- 
cellently as this petition ? Whether 
Lord Folkestone called it a ma- 
nual of political economy, I know 
not ; but, as to manner and style, 
itis worthy of being studied as an 
example to all future petitioners; 
and, as to its matter, let us now 
see, in the first place, whether its 
premises be false, as you assert 
them tobe. The petition consists 
of five paragraphs, the second of 
which contains the premises which 
finally lead to the prayer o 
the petitioners. Read that para 
graph again. You will find it 
contains five distinct propositions; 
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namely, 1. That paper-money is, 
from its very nature, liable to be 
suddenly augmented and dimi- 
nished in quality; 2. That such 
sudden augmentation or diminu- 
tion is productive of the utmost 
embarrassment in the pecuniary 
affairs of the people among whom 
it is circulating ; 3. That while 
the quantity is increasing, it 
creates and cherishes a spirit of 
imprudent speculation, subversive 
of the patient habits of sober and 
persevering industry ; 4. That the 
inevitable effect of contracting 
the circulation, is a depression of 
the price of all commodities and 
of property of every description; 
5. That hence enstie bankrupt- 
cies, misery and starvation, and 
that hence the arm of industry is 
paralyzed, prudence, diligence 
and honesty are robbed of their 
reward, and all confidence be- 
tween man and man is destroyed. 
These are the five propositions, 
containing the premises of the pe- 
tition; and, are you prepared to 
say that any one of the five is 
false? Say it indeed you have; 
but, with the present spectacle of 
bankraptcy, misery and starvation 
before you, are you prepared to 
prove, though with twenty thou- 
sand actes at your back, that 
there is one single word in these 
five propositions, which is not un- 
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deniably true? This was a so- 
lemn appeal to the House in 
which you sat, onasubiect of the 
greatest possible importance: it 
was a subject, which, of all others 
was calculated to make men cau- 
tious in speaking of it. The pre- 
mises on which the petitioners 
proceeded were most clearly and 
candidly stated. If denied, jus- 
tice to them demanded something 
like proof of the soundness of the 
denial; and yet, out come you, 
without an attempt at any thing in 
the shape of an argument, and 
declare these premises to be 
false. 

These petitioners pray for what 
was prayed for three years ago 
in the Norfolk Petition. They 
revive the great question ; that is 
to say, whether there shall or shall 
not be a reduction of the interest 
of the Debt. They pray that the 
misery-making paper-money may 
be abolished ; they pray for the 
currency of the King’s coin. It 
seems a most unnatural thing that 
a great land-owner should object 
to a prayer for the King’s coin to 
circulate; but; when these peti- 
tioners: pray for a reduction of 
every branch. of the public ex- 
penditure ; for a diminution of the 
monstrous burden of taxation, 
how must men be surprised to 
find you of all men living, hasten- 
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ing slap-dash, and without any 
argument at all, to condemn that 
petition; YOU, who paved your 
way into the House by declaim- 
ing against plunderers, and who 
told the people, who assured them 
that no rational endeavour of 
yours should be omitted to restore 
your countrymen.to the undis- 
turbed enjoyment of the fair fruits 
of their industry, and to “ ¢ear out 
** the accursed leaves of the scan- 
“ dalous Red Book!” What, 
when the sensible people of Pais- 
ley recollected this, must have 
been their surprise to hear a con- 
demnation of their petition from 
you! And not a word more about 
the “‘ Regiment”; not a word more 
about the bands that plunder the 
people. Oh, no;. the Regiment 
is now become a. sacred thing, 
and, as we shall by and by see, 
the people of France are to be 
censured by you, and their ever- 
lasting ruin predicted, merely be- 

ause they appear to be resolved, 
that a‘ regiment” shall not be 
re-organized and kept upon duty 
in their country. 

Leaving reflections of this-sort 
for the present, let me observe 
that we have here upon. re- 
cord your reprobaticn of this, 
which will become a memorable 
petition. The petitions, contain- 


0 





from Norfolk, Herefordshire, Sur- 
rey, and Kent, came in some mea- 
sure with my direct approbation; 
and, therefore, there were, doubt- 
less, excellent grounds for reject 
ing them. Those from Hunting- 
donshire and Cambridgeshire 
were, indeed, liable to no such ob- 
jection ; bat, now comes one from 
Paisley. A place with which I 
have not even the most indirect 
communication ; a place which 
contains not a single individual, 
as far as I know, whose name | 
have ever heard; now comes a 
petition from Paisley, praying for 
all those things which the Norlolk 
Petition prayed for, and praying 
for them too, for reasons distinct- 
ly stated, and on grounds which 
no-man has yet attempted to 
shake. And what answer have 
you to this petition ! No answer 
at all, except a. slap-dash asser- 
‘tion that its premises are false. 
However, hére is the petition 
upon record, and here is. yout 
opposition to it also.ou record. 
The great question here stated, 
must come forward. again, unless 
all disputing be put an end to by 
a terrible conyulsion, You 54y 
that the petition is inconsiste™ 
with itself; and then comes 7 
surprising assertion, that the dis: 
tress does not arise from the caus? 


ing a similar prayer, which came | stated by the petitioners, but from 
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“ the interruption of all trade!” 
And is it not this precisely to 
which the petitioners ascribe the 
distress? They tell you in su 
many words that all trade has 
been interrupted, that industry 
has been paralyzed, that confi- 
dence between man and man has 
been totally destroyed ; that this 
is the way in which the distress 
has been produced ; and you tell 
them slap-dash that the distress 
has not been produced in this 
way, but by the “* interruption to 
all irade.” It is well you talk in 
the absence of these petitioners : 
it is well for you that they are not 
upon the same floor with you; 
but, if they were, your prudence, 
as in the ease of the ** regiment” 
and the *‘ crib,” would induce you 
to eat your words, 

Here, at any rate, we have you, 
enrolled amongst the heroes of 
‘national faith.” You reprobate 
this sensible petition; and all I 
have further to say ‘to you upon 
that subject: is, that the day will 
come, when you will be held to 
your words, or will be compelled 
to swallow them. I have observed 
attentively all your -+hankerings 
afier the paper-money, all your 
hankerings after the one-pound 
notes, all your hankerings alter 
the Corn-Bill ; and, yet, your 
want of pluck when it came to the 








sticking place, that is to say, 
when it came to the vote. Yau 
censured the Ministers for their 
‘oo hasty endeavours to return te 
gold and silver ; you talked of the 
listress which it would produce 
in the country; and, on the very 
evening in which you bestowed 
that censure uponthem, you did, 
when it came to the pinch, vote 
for Mr. Hume’s motion, intended 
to compel bankers to pay by sum- 
mary process, which unquestion+ 
ably would have added more 
haste to the censured haste of the 
Ministers. Every word that you 
have uttered upon this subject, 
during the whole of this session, 
has been intended to prolong the 
duration of what these petitioners 
call the base and fraudulent pa- 
per-money, which the Ministers 
themselves have called worthless 
rags. You have your motive for 
this, and I will plainly state that 
motive. 

You see as plainly as [ do, 
that, without an immense mass_of 
paper-money, or without a redac- 
tion of more than half of. the 
taxes, farm produce must be so 
low in price as. not» enable the 
farmer to pay any rent. Yop 
wish to have rent, for which no- 
body can blame you. Seeing, 
therefore, that you must either 
have the country filled with paper 
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money, or must take off one half 
of the taxes, you have to choose 
between these two, and you choose 
the former, because you have not 
the industry and the courage to 
encounter the latter. Nothing is 
clearer to me than this, that 
the land-owners would gladly see 
the interest of the debt greatly re- 
duced, or cleanly swept away, if 
it could be done without danger 
to themselves and their families. 
All other reductions will fall short 
ef producing any salutary effect, 
unless this reduction take place; 
and this reduction cannot take 
place without other reductions 
and changes, which the landlords 
tremble but to think of. It is im- 
possible that the interest of the 
debt should be touched, until the 
sinecures, the pensions, the grants, 
the enormous emoluments, and 
until a very considerable portion 
of that public property which is 
commonly called Church - Pro- 
perty, shall be dealt with in a 
way so as to indemnify the fund- 
holders in some degree to a just 
extent. You sat quietly in the 
House of Commons, and saw six- 
teen hundred thousand pounds 
given out of the taxes to the clergy 
of the Church of England. This 
money came out of loans, in fact. 
The money is due to the fund- 
holders who made the loans ; and, 





would you take away the interest 
upon these loans, and still let this 
enormously rich Church keep the 
principal? I[t is a thing too mon- 
strous to be expected even by that 
regiment of which you spoke in 
your address to the electors of 
Westminster on the 23rd of May, 
1807. Yes, ‘‘ the accursed leaves 
of that Red Book ;” even these 
leaves do not contain the names 
of men who would have the auda- 
city to make such a proposition. 
The difficulty, therefore, is very 
great. When you wrote that ad- 
dress, your situation was differ- 
ent: you then looked only to the 
people, the common people. 
Since that time the gentry of the 
Red Book have become your fa- 
vourites. You have been anxious 
on all occasions to curry favour 
with them. The clergy of the 
Church, the country-gentlemen, 
are become subjects of your lof- 
tiest panegyricks. Even the yeo- 
manry cavalry, once denominated 
by you the body-guard of the 
Borougl-mongers, are now be- 
come objects for you to fawn to. 
You seem to me’ to have nursed 
up in your mind the opinion and 
the hope that this thing will con- 
tinne; that it can go on by the 
aid of paper-money. This seems (0 
bé a hope to which you most 
fondly cling. You are aware of 
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how little a man you would be, if 
a really great and salutary change 
were to take place; and my real 
opinion is, that Sidmouth himself 
would not contemplate such a 
change with greater alarm than 
you do. If such a change were 
to take place, forth would rush 
the talent and the energy of the 
country ; men never yet heard of 
would instantly become conspi- 
cuous, and you would instantly 
sink out of sight. Therefore, not 
to mention other reasons, nume- 
rous and most cogent, you are for 
things as they are; now and then 
a little cavil upon trifles ; but, for 
the “ Regiment,” you are as 
much, as decidedly, as strenu- 
ously, for its stability as any one 
of that immaculate corps; hence 
all your alarms. at measures hos- 
tile to the paper-money, which, 
thin as it is, you know is the only 
prop of the system. Hence your 
attachment to that base and frau- 


dulent thing, which the people of 


Paisley so decidedly reprobate, 
and the miseries produced by 
which are now manifest to the 
whole world. 

So much for your opposition to 
this petition, 1 shall now advert 
to your speech of the 8th of April, 
on the subject of the Corn-bill; 
or, rather, on all manner of sub- 
jects, mixed up, higgledy-piggledy, 





and as difficult to unravel as ever 
were the sayings of an oracle. 
Mr. Whitmore had made a mo- 
tion for going into a committee on 
the Corn-laws. You voted in fa- 
vour of this motion; but your 
speech, as far as it related im- 
mediately to the subject, was di- 
rectly against the motion, and all 
the way through endeavoured to 
maintain, that the Corn-laws had 
not a tendency to make corn dear, 
If they had no such tendency, 
then the motion for which you 
voted was an absurdity ; for, what 
was wanted was, a free trade in 
corn ; that was the object of the 
motion; and why did you vote for 
it, if the free trade in corn would 
make no alteration in the price? 
Your speech is a complete ram- 
ble ; a jumble of contradictions, 
and, indeed, of nonsense: but we 
gather from it, from opinions 
and assertions here and there in- 
troduced, a decided leaning to- 
wards every thing aristocratical in 
the extreme. I will insert, before 
I proceed further, the whole of 
this speech. It relates, as I said 
before, to all manner of things; 
but there are parts of it, which, as 
discovering your ultimate views, 


‘are worthy of attention. 





Sir F. Burdett said that he differed 
from the Right Hon, Gentleman op- 
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site, inasmuch as he (Sir F. B.) 
ew of no subject more likely to 
receive advantage from discussion 
than that which at present occupied 
tlie attention of the House. It was 
asulject which required to be dis- 
cussed, and he should think the dis 
éussion which had already taken 
place, as well as that which he hoped 
would hereafter ensue, profitably be- 
stowed. The observations which he 
felt it his duty to offer to the House 
should be divested of all angry ani- 
fadversions, or insinuations against 
the measures or motives of certain 
classes of people—topics which he 
thought it would be wisdom in all 
to avuil.—(Hear, hear.) As a Geun- 
tleman of landed esiates, in the coun- 
try, could he think with those who 
opposed the present motion, that it 
was likely to be detrimental to the 
fanded interests of the couniry, he 
would have a direct interest in giving 
them that support in their resistance 
to the measure, which would at the 
same time enable him to preserve his 
own stulion in the country. But he 
Was satisfied that the true means by 
which to maintain that station was, 
to uphold the common advantage of 
society. He (Sir F. B.) found him- 
self in this novel predicament, that he 
was about to vote for a motion with- 
out participating in the feclings, the 
views, or the expectations of the 
Hon. Gentleman who brought the 
measure forward. He did not think 
that the measure now urged would 
lead to the results which the Hon. 
Mover wished to attain, or which the 
— of the meusure apprehended. 
he would support the motion on 
different grotinds—he would vote for 
it, because he was persuaded that the 
mterests of the land and the general! 
imterests of the country were one 
atv the same, and that they did not 
consist in the objects which the Hon. 
Gent. wished to see effected. With 
> rg tv an allusion made by a 
le Lord, who had spoken with 
s#@much elequence, and with a spirit 
of patriotism so apparent and so cre- 
ditable to his heart, althou,.h he (Sir 





F. Burdett) could not coincide in 
his views, or think that his judg. 
ment had directed him to a right 
conclusion, yet he could not help 
admiring the spirit from which his 
arguments ~proceeded. The Hon, 
Member, who seconded the Resulu- 
tion, had urged one or two argu- 
ments in which he (Sir F, Burdett) 
fully concurred, and he had relied 
upon another position, from which he 
dissented. He agreed with that 
lion. Member that the welfare of 
suciety was to be prumoted, got by 
employing a great number of bands 
to produce what would, after all, be 
a small supply for the consumption 
vf the whole people: but by creating 
a lurge produce by the skillul and 
well-directed application of the labour 
of a few. There were many who 
thought it a matter of di-credit and 
reflection upon the agricultural por- 
tion of the community, that they 
were less numerically vnportant than 
the manufacturing classes; but he 
agreed with the Hon. Gentleman 
who seconded the Resolution, that, 
en the contrary, it was a subject of 
great praise and honour of the agri- 
cultural body, that so comparatively 
insignificant «portion of the population 
in point of numbers, were able, by the 
ail of well-reguiated’ industry, to 
produce a supply sufficient to sus- 
tain the entire community i a stale of 
prosperity and abundance—for such, 
notwithstanding the impediments occa- 
sioned by partial and adventitious visila- 
tis, was the general condition of the 
people of this country. ‘This result of 
the labours of the agricultural classes 
exhibited a spectacle not equalled in 
any country in the world. ‘There was 
no uther nation which by a ¢hurd of 
its population was able to raise a sul- 
ficient supply for the consumption of 
all its inhabitants ; yet this was the 
effect. of the labours of the English 
ayriculturists ; four millions ot the 
people being engaged in that occu- 
pation, while six millions were em- 
ployed in manufactures, and two mil- 
4nsdevoted themselves tu the learned 
professions und scientific pursuits. T his 
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circumstance gave to this country a 
superiority over any other nation in 
Europe. Ln France, for instance, whose 
population amounted to 30 millions, 
four-fifths of that number were employed 
inagriculture, and the remaining fifth 
composed the manufacturing classes. 
The redundancy of the agricultural 
population, and the smal! division of 
property in that country, created a 
consumption as rapid as the supply, 
and the necessary consequence was, 
that the manufacturers were poor and 
insigmficant in number. The manu- 
facturer could not be rich unless the 
agriculturist was rich too, and the 
agriculturist could not be rich unless 
a great return was made to the ma- 
nufecturer for his produce. It seemed 
to him that this was the true state of 
the question. Tosay manufactures 
were cheap, was the same as saying 
corn was dear. It was giving a large 
quantity of manufactures ip exchange 
for a small seerey of agricultural 
produce. The manufacturer and 
agriculturist must flourish and fall 
together. In proportion: as the ma- 
nufacturer’s ingenuity could makere- 
turns to the agriculturist for hits 
produce, both would © be richer, 
and the mercantile interest would 
also prosper in proportio:; be- 
cause the consignment of the mer- 
chant depended on the quantity of 
manufacturing surplus. It was a 
great mistake to think there could be 
any separation of interests; they 
must flourish all together, and the 
foundation of the whole was the agri- 
cultural interest of the country; for 
without agricultural produce there 
could be no manufacturing produce, 
and no great mercantile sconcerns 
either. tie would ask the men of 
the learned professions and the men 
of science, who were so largely re- 
munerated, to cast their eyes abroad 
and see in how small a proportion, te 
what was the case in this country, 
men of the learned professions, or 
what was -calléd the unproductive 
classes of society —though they 
were often, too, the ornaments of 
society—were remunerated in, any 


other part of the world. What was 
this owing to but the anmense funds 
supplied by the agricultural intergst? 
That was the source of ull, ‘The inte- 
re-t of that class, when well cous- 
dered, will be found to be é4e interest 
of every other class of the community, 
and of the dabouring eliss, as much 
as it was of the rest.—(Hear, hear.) 
His Hon. Friend near him had satd 
among other things, that there might 
be great misapplication of capital; 
that Snowdon might be cultivated. It 
might; and it would be a great mise 
fortune that it should; because how 
could it be done but by such a mis- 
application of capital—such im- 
mense labour and increase of nume- 
bers, that though you would posi- 
tively augment the gross produce, 
still you would add so many more to 
partake of that produce, that the pro- 
portion between the gross produceand 
the whole population, would be in a 
more disadvantageous ratio than. it 
the mountain remained. an unculti- 
vated spot. What was the wealth of a 
country? The proportion between its 
numbers and produce. It was that 
which gave a greater or less share to 
every individual. A country witha 
small population, but much gross 


as another country with four times 
the population. {t was the great 
abundance of surplus produce which 
created wealth and prosperity. Had 
France only one-half her population, 
ste would be as rich again as Eng- 
land; but she had an immense 
ponulation, tugether with a system 
of law, which went. to cut up .the 
roots of prosperity for ever; which 
prevented the possibility of that ac- 
cumulation of property which was the 
real source and precursor of allthe 
rest of the wealth of the cor : 
It had been said, that people were 

ted with that which was their destrug- 
tion, It seemed so in France, 
there the greatest madness had been 
shown in opposition tou law, whith 
even if passed, would take a long time 
tu restore her toa state of 

wealth. Gentlemen said, that the 





produce, might be three limes as rich 
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people of that couhiry were well off. 
It wes impossible. Look at the laws 
of that country; it did not require to 
go to France to know that every ge- 
neration had become still poorer than 
the generation which preceded it.— 
Hear, hear.) It was to him clear as 
daylight, that France was a country wn 
a deteriorated state from what it wus, 
from the various operations of the law 
from the impossibility of accumul 
tion ever taking place again —the 
country had, from day to day, heen 
growing poorer and poorer and more 
and more impotent.— (Hear, hear.) 
He could not agree that the Corn- 
Laws had injured the working popu- 
lation of the country, on account of 
keeping up the high price of bread. To 
the /abouring class of the community 
the price of any article was compara- 
tively matter of indifference, but it was 
of some importance to those who 
employed the labourer. It was of 
importance to the master manufac- 
turer, ‘Though he wished cheap 
bread, yet he wanted remunerating 
prices. lle complained as much as 
any of low prices. Look into the ac- 
counts from Glasgow, Paisley, and 
all parts of the country, and it would 
be seen that the stagnation of trade 
was attributed to low prices. That 
was the universal complaint, and 
the manufacturers, therefore, did 
not come with a goud grace te complain 
of the price of agricultural produce. 
itwas of no consequence to the la- 
bourers what was the price of the 
food they consumed, That depended 
solely on the state of the currency 
Gentlemen talked of liberal wages. 
There was no such thing. Indivi- 
duals might be liberal, but there 
was but one reasonable and just 
mode of carrying on trade, and 
that was, cafrying it on for the 
benefit of the individual concerned. 
This question was relieved, as it 
was to be relieved, of all those to- 
pics with respect to the labouring 
classes. It affected not the labouring 
classes; they were affected by difler- 
ent causes, and as far as they were 
concerned, it was of no importance 





which way the question! was deter. 
mined. They seemed also themselves 
to be tolerably well aware of it. He 
had observed a petition presented to 
the Lfouse, from a melancholy dis- 
tressed district, Blackburn, that they 
mentioned the high price of corn 
only incidentally, But the gravamen 
of their complaint was the introduc- 
tion of the power looms. This is what 
they petitioned against. The high 
price of corn was merely thrown in 
incidentally, whilst their complaints 
were directed against the puwer!oom, 
by which a girl or a boy might do 
that which, in ordinary machinery, 
required a number of hands to per- 
form. This was a hardship pro- 
duced by the natural progress of 
society; yet it was a benefit in the 
end, to every one, and an incalculable 
benefit to the community at large. 
What was it but improved machi- 
nery, from time to time, which had 
raised the wealih of this country to its 
present height? To legislate on such 
a motive would be utterly subversive 
of all improvement and prosperity. 
The Hon. Gentleman brought for- 
ward this motion, and those who sup- 
ported him, fancied the Corn-Laws 
tended to make corn dear. He asserted 
it had no such effect, Facts were unt- 
formly against the theory. First, 
as to what was stated by the Hon. 
Gentleman who had brought forward 
the motion, He had said that not only 
we were distressed from the Corn- 
Laws, but that all those other coun- 
tries where a totally opposite state 
of things existed—where corn was 
so cheap—where there was such 
abundance of superfluous food—there 
the people were in the greatest pos- 
sible distress.—(Hear, hear.) That 
fact showed that there was no con- 
nexion between the one case and 
the other, and that distress might 
exist both with an abundance and @ 
scarcity of corn, The country gen- 
tlemen were under a very great error. 
If he believed with them, that agr!- 
culture demanded the support of 
these laws, or any other measure, 
necessary for the purpose, he, should 
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say plainly, as a landed man, that he 
should think it his duty to maintain his | 
interest and that body amongst which 
he happened tu be placed ; but he had 
also the consolation of having formed 
an opinion which he could not main- 
tain without maintaining the interest 
of every other class of society, Gen- 
tlemen would call to mind that, dur- 
ing all the time of the most flourish- 
ing agricultural condition of this 
country—during all the period of 
high prices—there was constantly a 
large importation of corn. He col- 
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can be more compatible than pro- 
visions too dear, and too little 
trade. If provisions be so dear 
that the goods cannot be made at 
a low price, and that thus the 


| market for goods be lost, what can 


be more reasonable than to com- 
plain of the high price of food 
and of the stagnation of trade? 





lected from that fact that there must 
be something wrong in the theory 
which said that the importation of 


The fault, say you, is not the high 
price of food. The fault is, you 
say, in “ the state of the currency.” 





corn necessarily produced low prices. 


For twenty years previous to the | What, the state of the currency ? 


passing of the Corn-Laws, there was 
a large annual importation of Corn. 
The Honourable Baronet was then 
proceeding to make some obser- 
vations on free trade, when there 
were loud cries of ‘question, ques- 
tion.” He concluded by expressing 
his opinion of the great advantage 
which would be derived if a free trade 
in corn were established. 


This is the speech; and now for 
an endeavour to understand it. 
You say that you do not agree that 
the Corn-Laws have injured the 
working population of the coun- 
try, by keeping up the high price 
of bread. And you further say, 
that the manufacturers do not come 
with a good grace to complain of 
the high price of bread, at the 
same time that‘they complain of a 
Stagnation of trade. Indeed! 
What bad grace is there in their 
making both these complaints at 
the same time? It appears to my 
plain understanding, that nothing 


Why, then, do you blame the 
manufacturers of Paisiey for 
complaining of this unsettled cur- 
rency? They tell you, that bank- 
ruptcies, misery, and starvation, 
are produced by the paper-money, 
by a fluctuating currency; they 
tell you that one-third of their 
working people have been thrown 
out of employment by the with- 
drawing of the base paper-money. 
You reprobate their petition ; you 
say that their premises are false : 
but now, in answer to the com- 
plaints of other manufacturers, on 
the score of the Corn Bill, you 
tell them that it signifies not to the 
labourers what the price of food 
may be, and that that is a matter 
depending ‘‘ solely upon the state 
of the currency”! So that none 
of these unfortunate men cam 
please you: if they complain of 
the effects of an everlastingly- 
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changing currency, you tell them |“ cient to sustain the entire com- 


that their premises are false; and 
if they complain that they are 
compelled to eat dear bread, while 


their wages are low on account of 


‘‘ munity tz @ state of prosperity 


“and abundance ; for such, not- 


‘‘ withstanding the impediments 


“occasioned by partial and ad- 


a stagnation of trade, you bid them |“ ventitious visitations, was the 


hold their peace. You say they 
come with a bad grace te com- 
plain of the Corn Bill; you say 
that it is no matter to them what 
price provisions are at, and that 
all they have to look to is the 
"€ state of the currency” ! 

In another part of this ex- 
traordinarily rambling harangue, 
you have thought it good to 
hash up a_ stale dish of the 
‘Edinburgh Review to give us 
a sort of feelosophical dis- 
sertation on the benefits arising 
to a nation from the raising of a 
great produce with a few hands. 
“This is a favourite doctrine with 
all those who regard the people as 
cattle. I shall not enter much here 
‘Into this new system of Malthusian 
philosophy, of which I showed the 
falsehood when it first came forth ; 
but [ shall just take an assertion of 
your’s, introduced into this piece 
of purloined philosophy. After 
extolling the benefits to be derived 
from this great prodace arising 
out of the labour of a few, you 
proceed thus :—* We are able, by 
“ the aid of well-regulated indus- 
“try, to produce a supply suffi- 





‘* general condition of the people 
of this country.” 

I know very well what appella- 
tion this assertion deserves; but, 
suffice it to say, that it never could 
have proceeded but from igno- 
rance the most profound, or from 
callousness of heart the most com- 
plete. Whatdo you mean by ad- 


ventilious visitations * What visit- 


ation has this kingdom had, during 
the last eleven years, during which 
time it has been in profound peace 
with all the world? It has had 
no bad harvest except one, and 
that produced no high price of 
corn; it has had no short crop: it 
has had no civil war; it has no 
known what pestilence was. Yet, 
thousands upon thousands have 
died with starvation within this 
kingdom. Four real famines have 
taken place in certain districts of 
the kingdom. There is one such 
famine before your eyes at this 
moment; and yet you boast of the 
system which you say gives us 
general prosperity and abundance. 
The visitations which we have had 
have arisen out of the changes in 
that base paper-money, com- 
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plained of by the people of Pais- 


ley, whose premises you, assert to 
be false. You affect to ridicule 
the people of France, because 
they have shown a strenuous op- 
position to measures leading to 
draw property into great masses. 
Of this ridicule, I snall say little 
more at.present; but I beg you to 
observe, that during these same 
eleven years, there have been no 
visitations in France, no periodi- 
cal seasons of starvation, no grants 


of money from the Treasury, no. 


subscriptions, no miserable contri- 
vances to save from dying with 
hunger the wretched people, 
plunged into misery by the system 
which you endeavour, to uphold. 
This being notoriously the case, 
common decency ought to have 
restrained you from taking upon 
you to predict that the people of 
France could never again be 
happy, unless they returned. to 
that system of a “regiment,” of 
which system. you formerly spoke 
with such decided reprobation. 
But, as to the fact which you 
assert, that the “ entire commu- 
“nity in this country is sustained 
“in a state of prosperity and 
“ abundance,” and that that is the 
general condition of the people in 
this country; as to this fact, no 
Minister, no one belonging to the 
regiment, not one man of all those 


| 
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myriads who fatten upon the labour 
of the people ever put forward-an 
assertion more destitute of truth, 
more unfeeling and profligate. If 
the present general condition of 
the people be such as you approve 
of, such as you like to behold, 
such as you think reflects honour 
on the country-gentlemen, as you 
say it does; if this be the case, 
you are the most hard-hearted 
man that ever breathed the breath 
of life; for 1 am sincerely per 
suaded that there is not one of 
those placemen whom you reviled 
for so many years, who does not 
deeply lament the present state of 
impoverishinent and degradation 
of the main body of the people. 
You who among other changes, 
have become, and,as | understand, 
at your own solicitation, a justice 
of peace for the county of Berks; 
in this capacity, if you fill it as 
you ought to do, you must know 
the wretched state of the labouring 
people in that county, and you 
must know the change which hag 
taken place in that state within the 
last five and thirty years. You, 
must know that, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and nine~ 
ty, the justices of the peace made 
a scale, according to which the 
labourers were to be maintained ; 
that the scale expressed the quan 
tity of bread that each person was 
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to receive in a week; and you 
must know that the justices of the 
peace for that county have now 
fixed an allowance of just half the 
amount, half the weight of bread, 
which was allowed in 1790. You 
must know, too, that those justices 
now allow, to the labouring man 
who is at work on the parish ac- 


count, not so much by one fourth 


as they allow to convicts in the jails 


of that county. These facts you 


must know. You must know, that 
these poor creatures make one half 
“ entire” community as you call 
it, in Berkshire, where you have 


large estates. You must know 
this ; you must know, that this is 
the general sta‘e of the labourers 
of that county; and yet, you stand 
up in Parliament and assert, that 
a state of prosperity and abund- 
ance is now the general condition 
of the people of this country. 
You have great estates in Wilt- 
shire, where, according to the pub- 
lished statement of your eulogist, 
Mr. William Frend, you have 
changed great numbers of life- 
holdersinto rack-renters ; or rather, 
have made them no renters at all, 
but, by taking from them their 
share in those small properties 
which you look upon as being so 
injurious in France, you have re- 
duced them, in all likelihood, to 
paupers. Evidence, taken before 
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Committees of the House of Com- 
mons, tells us that the labourers 
of Wiltshire formerly had. bread, 
meat and cheese to eat; and it 
tells us that they havenow potatoes, 
and nothing but potatoes for 
dinner as well as for breakfast, 
carried to them, even in the field. 
Why, you must know the state in 
which these people live; you can- 
not be ignorant of their state; you 
have seen these reports and evi- 
dence as well as I; and yet, you 
assert that the state of this whole 
community is that of prosperity 
and abundance, and that this is 
the general condition of the people 
of this kingdom. 

You were a member of Parlia- 
ment in the year 182]. You saw, 
er you ought to have seen, what is 
called an agricultural report, 
made to the House of Commons 
in that year. - In the evidence at- 
tached to that report you saw the 
clearest proof that the wages of 
labour, compared with the price 
of food, had fallen off one half in 
the course of thirty years. You 
saw several witnesses bearing 
testimony to the constantly in- 
creasing misery of the labouring 
classes. You saw Mr. Elliman 
the elder expressly state that for- 
ty-five years ago every man in his 
parish brewed his own beer, and 
that now not a man did it. Was 
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there not matter here for you, the 
friend of the people, to make a 
subject of inquiry and discussion ? 
Did you ever do it? Not a word 
did the interesting statement ever 
draw from your lips. Your tender 
heart was taken up with anxiety 
about the backs of those soldiers, 
who had voluntarily subjected 
themselves to that species of dis- 
cipline, and whose backs were well 
clothed, and whose bellies were 
well filled. You can coolly, as a 
magistrate of Berkshire, allot to 
the poor labouring man less than 
jail-allowance, while you see the 
lowest of common soldiers receiv- 
ing seven shillings and seven- 
pence a week, together with cloth- 
ing, fuel, candle and lodging ; and, 
while all this'is notorious, you talk 
as coolly about the prosperity 
and abundance in which the peo- 


ple live, as if they were feeding, 


and were dressed like the people 
of Pennsylvania or Connecticut ; 
and you even boast of the specta- 
cle which this country now presents 
to the world. Your doctrine, rela- 
tive to the benefit of small num- 
bers and great produce, would be 
Curious if we could not at once 
trace it to the Scotch and the Mal- 
thus school. You seem to have 
been 80 full of the doctrines of 
Malthus, that you went out of your 
way to preach them to that extent 








that the House at last silenced 
you by the cries of ‘ question, 
question.” Enatpoured with this 
doctrine, fearing apparently that 
the mouths would at last want to 
participate in the food, and that a 
time might come when English 
labourers might not be content to 
live on potatoes and potatoes 
alone, you take this opportunity 
of censuring the people of France 
for their having exulted at the de- 
fect of a project, which, as you 
say, would have caused a“ surplus 
produce” and an “accumulation of 
property.” You begin by asking 
“what is the wealth of a coun- 
try?” And then you tell us, that 
it consists of an “‘ accumulation of 
property,” and that this is to take 
place by the people, who cultivate 
the land, rearing a great deal more 
than they themselves consume. 
That is to say, your notion of na- 
tional wealth is, that those who till 
the earth ought to consume very 
little of the fruit, but onght to let 
it go and accumulate in the hands 
of others. This is your notion of 
national wealth. And therefore 
itis not surprising that you should 
condemn the people of France 
who have prevented the passing o 

a law which had a tendency to 


prevent such transfer and accu- | 


mulation, Then comes your mon- 


strous assertion, that if France had 
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only one half of her population, 
she would be as rich again as 
England. This js precisely the 
doctrine of the Edinburgh Review- 
ers and of the Encyclopzdia Bri- 
tannica, improved upon by the 
beastly Westminster »ump, and 
promulgated by its beastly agent, 
Carlile, who have, a'together, and 
by their joint efforts, now covered 
the English press with infamy 
everlasting, by putting forth re- 
cipes for the prevention of breed- 
ing, the most obscene that ever 
polluted paper and print. I do 
uot wish to be thought to suppose 
that vou approve of these atroci- 
ous publications ; but, to this your 
doctrines tend. You think the 
people too numerous. You would 
prevent their increase. You would 
diminish their numbers, and the 
Rump and Carlile show us the 
beastly means. 

Now, I am of adirectly opposite 
opinion. The less one man works 
for another man, the better is the 
state of society ; and have we not 
experience to prove to us that this 
isthe fact? We hear of no star- 
vation in France. Yon, indeed, 
tell us that the people there have 
grown poorer and poorer, and that 
you know this without going to 
France to see the proof of it. You 
tell us that it is said, that the peo- 
ple of France are well off; but 
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that you know it to be impossible, 
This is a strange way of maintain. 
ing an argument ; but you are re. 
solved that, unless the many work 
for the benefit of the few, all shall 
be misery and impotence. 

The precise nature of the law 
which has been rejected in France, 
I know not; but this L know, that 
the people regarded it as a step 
towards a return to that which 
would cause a smaller number 
of proprietors, and cause that ac- 
cumulation of property for which 
you are so strenuous an atvo- 
cate. You seem to have forgotten 
that there was another country, in 
which this accumulation is like 
wise provided against. You seem 
to have forgotten that the state of 
America gave a flat denial to all 
your doctrine. 
of property take place there, and 
take place they will there, and in 
France, to a great extent, in spite 
of all laws to prevent them ; if 
accumulations of property take 
place in America, they are not 
produced, as they are here, by the 
fruit of the labours of one man 
being transferred to another ; for 
there the labouring man lives as 
well as the proprietor of the soil 
himself does. | 

What is this notion of your's, 
that you double the riches of @ 
country by getting rid of one balf 


If accumulations 
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of her people ? There is something | 
monstrous in the very sound of 
it. Until these days, kings and |‘ 
princes estimated the greatness of 
their country by the number of its 
people. Ifa given quantity of 
food be raised, and a large part of | 
the people be compelled to live 
upon potatoes, while the good food | 
is taken away and given to those 
who do not. work, how can the 
wealth of the nation be thereby 
augmented? Is not the nation a 
greater nation, if the food be pretty 
equally distributed amongst ten 
millions of men, than it would be 
if the ten millions were reduced 
to five, and if the half of them 
lived upon potatoes and gave up 
all the good food tothe rest ? The 
struggle between the people and 
the government of France has been. 
this. The land is in numerous 
hands, and the people wish it to 
remain thus instead of being put 
into fewer hands; and you call 
the people of France mad, on ac- 
count of this their desire; you 
call them mad because they wish 
to prevent a comparatively small 
number of men from drawing pro- 
perty into large masses, and from 
being the masters of all the rest. 
The absurdities and inconsist- 

encies of this rambling harangive 
arc without end. You say, in one 


chinery is an incalculable benefit 
to the country, and that ‘it is 
“ that which has raised the wealth 


“of the country to its present 


“ height.” 


speech, you say, that it is “the 


In another part of your 


“ immense funds supplied by the 
“ agricultural interest, which ts 
“the source of all our wealth.” 


So that here are two sources, each 


of which is the cause of all our 
However, to notice all 
the absurdities and contradictions 


wealth. 


in this speech, is much more than 
I have leisure todo at present. 
Your main object seems to have 
been to cause it-to be believed, if 
possible, that the people. were 
quite well enough off; and that it 
was an error to suppose that they 
could derive any benefit from an 
abolition of the Corn-Laws. You 
positively denied that those laws 
tended to make corn dear; you 
denied that the importation of corn 
produced low prices; and there 
is the fact staring you in the face, 
that corn has fallen five shillings 
a quarter in one week, in conse- 
quence of a resolution of the 
House to let in a trifling quantity 
of bonded corn! You repeatedly 
assert that the importation of corn 
has no effect-upon the price. ‘You 
repeatedly assert that to lower the 
price of corn would be no benefit 
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part of the people. You chop 
about backward and forward a 
good deal, it is true; but you re- 
turn again and again to the charge, 
that nobody is injured by the high 
price of bread; and yet, at last, 
when you begin to talk of free 
trade, and are frightened at the 
sound of ‘‘ question, question, 
question,” you hastily conclude 
by saying that “great advantage 
“would be derived from a free 
“‘ trade in corn”! Your ramble 
had apparently exhausted the pa- 
tience of the House, and you 
finished with a phrase that might 
be a salvo to the whole tenour of 
the speech. 

Twice in the course of this 
speech, you asserted your right, 
as a landed man, to maintain the 
interest of your cast. In the be- 
ginning of the speech, there are 
these words, “As a gentleman of 
‘‘ landed estates in the country, 
*‘ could he think with those who 
‘‘ opposed the present motion that 
“it was likely to be detrimental 
**to the landed interest of the 
“* country, he should have a direct 
** interest in giving them that sup- 
** port in their resistance, which 
“‘ would enable him to preserve 
“* his own station in,the country.” 
Towards the close of the speech 
we have these words: “ If he be- 
“* lieved that agriculture demand- 
“* ed the support of these laws, or 
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“* any other measure necessary for 
“the purpose, he should say 
“ plainly, as a landed man, that 
“he should think it his duty to 
‘* maintain his interest and that of 
“ the body amongst which he hap- 
“ pened to be placed.” This doc- 
trine, this political morality, has, 
at any rate, the recommendation 
of novelty. It differs materially 
from the doctrine of your letter to 
the Electors of Westminster in 
1819, when you declared that you 
held your estates as a retaining 
fee for defending the rights and 
liberties of the people. As a mem- 
ber for Westminster, your most 
imperative duty is to defend the 
rights, liberties and properties of 
the people of that city. Out of 
the House, indeed, your own in- 
terests may laudably be the object 
of a great portion of your care; 
but never did the people of West- 
minster; never did even the West- 
minster Rump, send you into that 
House to maintain the interest of 
the landlords, or of anybody else 
connected with the land ; and the 
principle which you have broached 
here, and which was never, I be- 
lieve, broached before, even by 
any member of that House, is 4 
principle as destitute of decency, 
and as mischievous in its tendency, 
as any thing ever broached by 
Castlereagh himself. 
I have now done with this 
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speech. For some time I suffered 
it to remain unnoticed; and my 
reason for doing so I will now 
give. By certain friends it was 
announced to me, by showing me 
the copy of a letter from under 
your own hand, that you were, or 
were to be, a subscriber to the 
fund for defraying the expenses 
of my intended election. These 
friends prevailed upon me to re- 
frain from cénsuring this speech ; 
from speaking of it even in the 
manner in which they themselves 
spoke. I assented to their wishes; 
but, when I saw your attack upon 
the petition from Paisley, which 
was, in fact, an attack upon those 
principles to endeavour to enforce 
which, and for that purpose only, 
I am at all desirous of sitting in 
the Parliament; when I saw that 
attack, I felt that it would be in- 
famy to keep silence, and espe- 
cially from the motive of procur- 
ing by that silence, any portion of 
the means necessary to accom- 
plish an end, gratifying to myself. 
This is the true cause of the de- 
lay in noticing this that I deem 
most unwarrantable speech ; most 
daring attack upon every thing 
most dear to the people of Eng- 
land. Your endeavours, be they 
as artful and as strenuous as they 
may, will never make the people 
believe that Corn-Bills tend to 


their good. 
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I know well, that 
rents cannot be paid in any thing 
like approaching a gold and silver 


effectually to shut out foreign 
corn; or, unless the taxes be re- 
duced in amount one-half; but, I 
want the taxes reduced one-half; 
and that is a subject upon which 
you never say a word, The rea- 
sons why you do not I have before 
stated. I do not wish to deprive 
the landlords of rents. I know 
that it is just, and not only just, 
but for the good and happiness of 
us all, that the landlords should 


retain their station in society; but, 


it is not just, and it is far from the 
good of us all, that they should, 
by a tax on bread, throw the 
whole of the burthens on the rest 
of the community. Let them 
come forward and propose a re- 
duction of the taxes. If they 
will do that, the rest of the com- 
munity will cordially join them. 
If they will not do that, let them 
go without rents; or, at least, let 
them not be sufferei 1 be pre- 
tected from loss, while all the rest 
of the community are losing. The 
import-duty of 12s. a quarter on 
wheat, and the duty imposed on 
other sorts of grain, tell us pre- 
cisely what taxes we pay to put 
rents into landlords’ pockets, This 





isthe plain state of the case. If 
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you take off the duty; if youtake 
off this tax on bread, you prevent 
your tenants from paying your 
rents; that is to say, unless you 
make a sweep at the taxes. Make 
a sweep at the taxes, and you will 
have rents without any tax on 


bread. The good of taking off 


taxes will he felt by every crea- 
ture in the community: the mann- 
facturer will have wages propor- 
tioned to the price of his food. 
Skeletons will no longer prowl 
about the fields; we shall all be 
well off, and all will be harmony 
and happiness. The remedy is 
therefore with yourselves: you 
may apply it whenever you please: 
apply it, and you have my hearty 
approbation and thanks: apply it 
not, and if the last man of you 
go to the workhouse, you will go 
there with the scorn and con- 
tempt of 

Wu. COBBETT. 


P.S. Since writing the above, 
Ihave read the report of the pro- 
ceedings at the Common Council 
in London, and, in.that report, the 
following speech from Mr. Hun- 
ter. I beg you to lookat it, and 
to reflect, at the same time, on 
what yow have said about. that 
abundance and that prosperity, in 
which, as you asser:, the people 
in this country live. 


Mr. Hunter, in Supporting the 
motion, said he had recewed the ful- 
lowing letter froma Manchester ma- 
nufaciurer,or. whose veracity he had 
every canfidence :—“ A very worthy 
poor weaver, named Jonathan, ap- 
plied to his master, about three 
weeks ‘since, begging earnestly for 
work, stating that he was in great 
want, and would thankfully do any 
thing for the means of supporting 
his existence. His master assired 
him-he did not want any more gouds, 
his stock already being very heavy 
without any sale, and that he could 
not give out more work to any one. 
The man pressed very much, and at 
length his master said, ‘Well, Jo- 
nathan, if it is absolutely necessary 
fur you to weave a piece, to prevent 
you from starving, 1 will let you have 
it, but J cannot give you more than 
one shilling fer it (two shillings a 
piece 1s the regular price), for L really 
do not want any more goods made 
up for a long time to come.’—‘ Let 
me have it master, I bey,’ said the 
poor man, ‘whatever you, pay me 
for it; pray let me have it? The piece 
was given to him to weave, and al the 
end of two days, he brought it home, 
and on carrying it to his master, 
begged of htm to give him eighteen- 
pence for it, saying how. much he 
was distressed fur the money. [ls 
master paid him the eighteen-pence, 
and the man went away. The master 
feeling very uncomfortable about the 
poor-man, aud thinking the earnest- 
ness of his manner must arise from 
excessive want, determined on fol- 
lowing him home. He found the 
wife alone in the lower room mak- 
ing a_ little gruel over a poor fire. 
* Well, Mary,’ said he, ‘ where 1s Jo- 
nathan?'—*‘ Oh, Sir,’ said:she, ‘lie! 
just come in from your heuse, and 
heing very faint and weary, he's 
just gone to lie down in. his bed.— 
‘I think I'll go up and see him, 
’Mary, said the master; and inme- 





diately he went. up to. the uppet 
room, where he +4 the Seah bis 
just in the agonies of death, W 

mouth open and his hands clenched, 
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and after a short convulsion, he ere, 
pired. The master was very much 
distressed, and came down: stairs, 
hoping to be able to save the wile, 
who was in a very emaciated coni¢i- 
tion—she had just poured’ the gruel 
into a basin, intending to carry it 
up to her husband. The master said, 
Come, Mary, take a little yourself 
first..—* No, Sir,’ said she, ‘not a 
drop will I take, till Jonathan has 
had some. Neither of us have had 
any thing but water within our lips the 
two days we were weaving vour piece, 
and I thought it best to make a little 
gruel for us before we took any thing 
stronger, as it is so long since we tusted 
food.” ¥inding he could not prevail 
on her to touch the gruel, he was 
obliged to tell, her that her husband 
was dead. The poor woman set cown 
the basin of gruel, sank on the floor, 
und immediately expired.” 


This is, perhaps, only one in- 
Stance out of thousands upon 
thousands. The Irish papers tell 
us that hundreds are starved, ac- 
tually have starved to death within 
these few weeks. You assert that 
the people of France cannot be 
well off, because there is so great 
a number of small proprietors of 
the land, and because there are so 
few, comparatively, of manufae- 
turers. This shows your supreme 
ignorance of the state of France, 
where the far greater part of the 
manufacturing is carried on under 
the same roof where the tillers. of 
the land live. You seem to have 
read nothing and to know nothing, 
to lead you to just conclusions 
upon these subjects. Youseeurto’ 
have collected together a parcel 
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of the. scraps of the Scotch feelo- 
sofy, which regards as wealth no- 
thing but property drawn into. 
great masses, and which regards: 
the working people, not as human 
beings, having all an equal right: 
to that happiness which proceeds 
from an abundance of food and: 
raiment; but as a.sort of two-leg- 
geil machines, whose existence at 
all ought not to be deemed of any 
importance except as it may be 
made conducive to the raising of 
taxes and to the drawing of pro- 
perty into those great masses 
which make nobles and country 
gentlemen. 


It is thought by some naturalists. 


that the character of mind, and 
that even the very na‘ure, of cer 
tain men, undergo a complete 
change at some period of their 
life. One would think that you 
had experienced a change of this: 
sort. That fine passage in. the 
writings of the old Chancellor 
Fortescue ; that passage, in which 
he lauds the laws of England, 
because one effect of them is 


to cause the people “to have. 


“plenty of flesh and fish every 
“where; to be clothed in good 


‘© woollens throughout ; to have 
“ good bedding and furniture, and 
‘“that in great store; to have am 
‘‘abundanee of all things cone 
‘“dueing to make man’s life easy. 
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‘and happy :” this passage of old 
Fortescue, to which I have so of- 
ten referred, was first pointed out 
to me BY YOU, as a contrast to 
the misery experienced by this 
same English people in the pre- 
sent day. Nay, you once read 
this passage yourself, from your 
place in the House of Commons, 
just about eight yearsago. ‘They 
laughed at you; but so they did 
when Ogden’s rupture was the 
subject. At that time you deplored 
the misery of the people of Eng- 
land. Nothing was heard from 
your lips but attacks upon the sys- 
tem which had produced that mi- 
sery; but now, when the misery 
is greatly increased, is far greater 
than it was eight years ago; when 
it notoriously goes on steadily in- 
creasing ; when you see from re- 
turns laid before your own House, 
that the annual convictions at the 
assizes have swelled up, during 
the last twenty years, from two 
thousand to fourteen thousand: 
having all this before your eyes, 
you have now the hardihood to 
state, in that same House of Com- 
mons, that the people of this coun- 
try, that the “entire of the com- 
munity” live in a state of pros- 
perity and abundance, and that 
this is the general condition of the 
people. You call upon the world 
to admire the spectacle which we 





exhibit; and you censure and ri- 
dicule the French people for hay- 
ing successfully resisted a law, 
the natural tendency of which 
was to draw property i to great 
masses. 

Can you bring us from France 
any instances of starvation? Car 
you bring us any instances of suf- 
fering from want ? We have had, 
during the last eleven years, four 
famines in the midst of plenty. 
Our churches almost still echo 
with the thanksgivings for a plen- 
tiful harvest. In the midst of this 
plenty, a part of the people are 
actually starving, and avery large 
part indeed are pining in want. 
The system which you admire 
makes a few great proprietors, a 
few great renters, a few gentle- 
men, three times the number of 
small, mock gentlemen, and mil- 
lions of potato-eating slaves. The 
system to which the French peo- 
ple are attached is that which se- 
cures to the millions, something 
like ownership in the soil. Scarce- 
ly any labourer in France is solely 
dependent on wages. The far 
greater part are more or less of 
proprietors, each of them has 
something of a store in his cottage. 
Is not this better than to see & 
swarm of miserable hirelings, who 
are constantly in debt to the vil- 
lage shop, whose harvest wages 
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are mortgaged before-hand ; who} 
have no cow, pig, hen, sheaf of 
corn, bundle of flax or lot of wool ; 
nothing in the granary; not a 
farthing’s worth of any thing that 
is not doled out-of a Saturday 
night from the haughty bull-frog, 
or from the grinding overseer ? The 
whole body of labourers in this 
kingdom are constantly in debt; 
theirs, like all the dealers’ and all 
the manufacturers’ and the Govern- 
ment’s itself, is amiserable system 
of anticipation. A single day's 
illness with the father of the family 
makes the whole family paupers. 
You know nothing Of France, if 
you do not know that the state of 
the working people there is the re- 
verse of this; and yet you ridicule 
them because they seem deter- 
mined not to exchange their sys- 
tem for ours. When you talk of 
national wealth, you leave the 
great mass of the people out of the 
question. You can see no wealth 
that is not visible in fine houses, 
fine roads, immense warehouses, 
manufactories like palaces, sol- 
diers covered with gold and silver 
lace and prancing about upon 
horses as fat as ortolans, You 
forget that every labouring man 
makes a part of the nation, and 
that his cow, his hens, his good 
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wealth formerly existed here and 
in great abundance: taxes and 
paper-money have converted this 
wealth into fine carriages and 
horses, and all the other showy 
things belonging to this false and 
wicked system. The working peo-~ 
ple having been beggared by this 
system. The pour-rates have come 
in order to prevent them from com- 
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two hundred millions of pounds 
sterling. This is a debt, in fact, 
contracted by the system; con- 
tracted with the working classes, 
to pay them for the food and the 
clothing and the fuel and the lodg- 
ing, which the system has taken 
away by taxes and paper-money. 
This is the true view of the mat- 
ter; and while this is as clear as 
daylight to every man of common 
sense, you talk about the “ na- 
tional wealth,” created by this 
“ accumulation of property.” 
Look at this debt of more than two 
hundred millions, contracted in 


order to keep a half-starving peo- 
ple quiet. This is your national 


wealth. You have no other that 
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rant and bawl away to the end of 
your life. 

But, what do we want more 
than the sudscriplion now going 
on in London? There is the law ; 
a law which effectually provides 
that all rrecessitous persons shall 
be relieved by assessments upon 
the land. There is the law autho- 


Tizing,and, indeed, compelling the | 


overseers, and the magistrates, to 
provide necessaries for all persons 
in want. If this law be enforced, 
how comes starvation to exist in 
England! If this law cannot be 
enforced ; if we be come to this 
pass ; 
not supply necessaries to the in- 
digent; is it not to be presumptu- 


if even the land itself can- 


ous beyond adequate description 
to applaud this state of things ; 
‘to cry up this system, and to cen- 
‘sure the people of France because 
‘they resolutely set their faces 
‘against the first dawn of efforts 
making an approach towards this 
same system? What are the over- 
“seers and the magistratesin Lanca- 
shire and Yorkshire about? Where 
is the law of the land? Why, the 
distress is so great and so gene- 
ral, that even this law. is.umavail- 

ing, and poor Jonathan and his 


wife, and ten thousands of others, }" 


must perish in the face of that 


law which Blackstone says se-} 
curely provides for the preventing | 
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of any man from suffering from 
want. 

Now, Sir, when you have re. 
flected on all this, muster up, if 
you can, when the occasion serves, 
to repeat your rambling, slap. 
dash, aristocratical assertions. 
We gather this from your ram- 
bles, namely, that you anxiously 
wish the present system to re- 
main unshaken: this is what we 
gather, and especially from your 
attack on the ‘Paisley petition ; 
and, [venture to predict that the 
result, and that at no very distant 
day, will disappoint all yaur hopes 
and expectations, and will give 
you a source of mortification to 
the end of your life. You are now 
an openly-declared man of the 
system; with that system you 
must stand ; or, with it, you must 
sink into disgrace and finally into 
oblivion. 


| 





I take the following sensible let- 
ter from the Morning Herald of 
the 5th of this month.” [insert it 
as worthy the attention of my 


To the Editor okie Morning 


Sie When we asa 


. ture of the mente ay 


Roiteed oraeien 8 











437 






the country, wiiéh is to authorize 
the admission of foreign corn inte 
our markets, on paylng of certain 
duties, we should almost be- justified 
in concluding that the’ Government, 
instead of desiring to assuage our 
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' nefit of the present measure. Should 
this plan, however, be rejected, it is 
clear that the amount. belongs in 
Justice’ to the landed iuterest ; in 
whose favour, therefore, sume tax, to 
the amount of the proceeds of those 








distresses, Was suidivus ouly “of the | duties should be repealed.—-I am, Sir, 
means of laying fresh burdens upon | your most obedient servant, 


a Slarving people. I think’! have 
shown, in my letter to you of the Sd | 
inst., that the admission of foreign | 
corn, unaccompanied by a repeal “ul 
taxes on agriculture, would have the 
effect of le: ‘Vunyg,.du the shape of du- | 
ties, an additonal tax upun the com- 
munity. _L will now make a short 
remark as to the amount ef such 
tax.. It is stated, in your paper ol 
the Sd, that the quantity of wheat 
and wheat-flour in bund is estimated 
at $33,891 quarters. ‘This quan- 
tity, though sufficient only fur two | 
or three days’ consumption for the 
country, would, on its” admission, | 
take trom the people, in duties, the | 
sum of 172,080 ¢., exclusivel, of what 
would be raised by the duties on 
barley, oats, beans, rye, peas, and | 
meal, making in all, probably, two 
or three times that amount, This, | 
1 hope, is pretty well to hegin with, 

Now, though itis sufficiently clear 
that the object of laying any duty at 
all, in the present, instance, on the 
bonded coru, is to prevent the im- 
potter from: obtaining any unreas 
sonable profit for it in the home 
market, yet surely there can be no 
reason why the proceeds of the du- 
ties should be. appropriated by the 
Government .to Mself; since the. re- 
lief to be afforded. to the manutac- 
ttirer is to be given at the expense 
of the landed-imterest. 


What L would recommend, ihere- |: 
fore, aparden se pander ibe the-propesed| 
measure truly efficien 
cause the amount oPibereuties deri- 
vable from 4he-admission of the) 

corn into market to be 














distributed : to” the» ering 
Ren eee ee 
a want of the ability te 

wishteal fromm Sn 








H. Jassur Waicur. 


Sonning, near Reading, 
Muy 5, 1826. 





SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Received 1st May,. 1826, 


From Leeds—by Mr. Mam. 
rom a few friends at Acton. 


From Cambridge—by Mr. John 
Headly, Stapleford. 


From W iitshire. 

From Coventry—by Mr. ne 
ley. 

From Newark. 


From. Norfolk and Norwich—by 
Mr. Geo. Wright. 


From Garratt, near Manchester— 
by-Mr. Whitwortli, 


From Rochdale—by Mr. Chad- 
wick and Mr. Coomb. . 


From some friends.in Yorkshire— 
by John Foster, Esq. 


From a few friends-at F yfield:. 
From Walton, — 


, In Rite Ska ee 
on the 6th April, the nameof Mr. 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out EnGLanp, for the week end- 
ing April 29. 

Per Quarter, 

d. a © 

9] Rye....35 4 

Beans... 37 8 

Pease...39 5 


&. 
Wheat .. 60 
Barley .. Si 4 
Oats....24 4 


Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended April 29. 


Qrs. Qrs. 
Wheat ., 41,329 | Rye .... 273 
Barley .. 15,374 | Beans... 3,000 
Oats... 29,031] Pease... 614 


Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the weck ended 


Saturday, April 29. 

Qrs. &. 8 4, s. d. 
Wheat. . 5,679 for 18,338 0 7 Average, 64 6 
Barley.. 4,127 .. 6,452 10 } 


Oats.. 12,296 .. 16,251 11 Il. 
Rye.... 88 ** 140 1 GC. ccee 


Beans. 1,398 ....2,719 2 9 
Pease .. 449 .... 854 16 10 


Friday, May 5.—The arrivals of 
all sorts of Grain are good. The un- 
expected measure of Government 
relative to the bonded Corn has 
completely stagnated the trade, and 
Wheat is reported, nominally,”4s. to 
5s. per quarter lower than Monday 
last. Barley and Oats are each Qs. 
per quarter cheaper, with little do- 


ing. There isno trade for any other} 
* article, 


Monday, May 8.—The two-resolu- 
tions which last week passed the 





House of Commons are in substance 
as follows:—ist, That all foreign 


Corn, bonded prior to the 2d of this 


month, is to be liberated for home 
consumption at a duty, on Wheat, 
of 12s.; Beans, Pease, and Rye, 8s, ; 
Barley, 6s.; and Oats, 4s. per quar- 
ter. 2dly, That Government are to 
have a discretionary power, during 
therecess of Parliament, of admitting 
500,000 quarters more of foreign 
Corn, without restriction either as 
to price or duty. 

The arrivals of last week were 
moderate, except of Flour and Oats, 
which were tolerably good. This 
morning the fresh supply of all de- 
scriptions of Corn is small. There 
has been rather more business doing 
in the Wheat trade to-day than on 
Friday last, at a decline of 4s. fo 5s. 
per quarter since this?day se’nnight. 

Barley has suffered afreduction of 
1s. to 2s, per quarter. Beans are 15., 
and Pease of both kinds 1s. per quar- 
tes lower than last Monday. The 
Oat trade has experienced a check 
in common with other articles, and 
sales have been made at @s. per quar- 
ter less than the quotations of Mon- 
day last, with rather more business 
doing than on Friday. There, is no 
alteration in the Flour trade. Con- 
siderable advances have been asked 
on bonded Corn, but no sales can 
yet be effected. 

Price of Bread.—The price of 
4lb. Loaf is stated at 9$d. by the 
full-priced Bakers, 





441 May 13, 


Price on board Ship as under. 


Flour, per sack ...... 50s. — 55s. 
Seconds ........ 42s. — 46:. 
—— North Country ..40s.— 43:. 








Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in 
the Port of London, from May 1 
to May 6, both inclusive. 


Qrs. Qrs, 


Wheat.. 5,500] Tares .... 349 
Barley .. 761] Linseed... 522 
Malt.... 3,634] Rapeseed. — 
Oats ..,.20,272| Brank .. 414 
Beans... 1,299] Mustard... — 
Flour.... 8,730} Flax .... _ 
Rye.... —j|Hemp... — 
Pease.... 3661 Seeds ... _ 





Foreign.—Wheat, 1,589; Barley, 
200; and Oats, 9,521 quarters. 





Monday, May 8.—The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were 831 
firkins of Butter, and 2,242 bales 
of Bacon; and from Foreign Ports 
6,147 casks of Butter, 


HOPS. 
Price per Cwt. in the Borough: 


Monday, May 8.—The accounts 
from Kent and Sussex state the Hop 
bines as having received much in- 
jury from the late frosts; flea in- 
creases; so general is the alarm, 
that many have withdrawn their 
pire geet what are on sale readily 
fetch 20s. per cwt. advance for New, 
and 10s. to 15s. for Old, since last 
week. The market is now nearly 
cleared of New and Yearling Hops. 


Maidstone, May 4.—The continu- 
ance of cold weather, with theffrosty 
nights, is far from 
Hop plantations; the bines in many 
places lock very bad ; there is a 
deal of flea, and. they want 
There are now so few 


congenial to the | : 
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Worcester; May 3.—On Saturday 
175 pockets were weighed ; another 
rise in price took place, and the ave- 
rage may now be stated at 10/. to 
11/. 11s. This rise may be in some 
degree attributed to the unfavourable 
accounts from the plantation; the 
frosty nights and cold winds have 
backened the most vigorous bine ; 
the plants generally come up unsuity, 
and many, which at the throwing 
down appeared healthy, are dying 
away. in some yards the flea has 
very much increased. 


1826. 


Smiturietp, Monday, May 8. 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive). 


a Qe eh 
Beef ..... 3 8 to 410 
Mutton 4e2e—5 4 
Veal .....5 8—6 O 
Pork.....4 8 —5 2 
Lamb 5 6—6 4 


Beasts ... 2,707 


Sheep .. 18,500 
Calves... 163 


Pigs ... 160 


NewcoatTe, (same day.) 


Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead). 

a &- . & 
Beef .....3 4to4 
Mutton ...4 0—5 
Veal.... 3 8—5 
-O— 6 
O — 5 


ceonon 


LEADENHALL, (same day.) 


sd 8 de 
Beef .....3 4 to 4 4 
. Mutton...4 4-—5 2 
Veal .....3 4— 5 10 
Pork.....4 0o— 5 6 
Lamb ....4 4—-7 Q 


. 


COAL MARKET, May 5. 


Shipsat Market. Shipssold. Price. 
583 Newcastle... 333 260.0d. to 36s. 6d. 





wear ae 10 33s, 64,— 37s, 6d. 

























































——— 
—" - 


































































Manaets, 444 


POTATOES, | HAY and STRAW, per Load, 


Sprracrrecos, per Ton, 


£3 10 to 6 Smithfield.— Hay. ...70 
Middiings......3 0 — O y s. to 90s. 


' 
Chats...c.cc-+-2 1S — O Straw.. .34s. to 36s. 
Common Red..0 0 — O | Clover.. 85s. to 110s. 
Onions, 0s. Od,—0s, Od. per bush. | St, Jumes’s,—Ilay .... 60s 


| - to 100s, 


Sickie. -. 335, to 435, 
Clover ..70s. to 15s. 


to Whitechapel.--Ha 16) 66: 
Middlings...... — ; ‘ J Os. to Ys, 


GHAIS. . < cocoons _ Straw...36s to 42s, 
Common Red. .: — : Clover. .86s. to 110s, 





Borouch, per Ton. 








COUNTRY CORN MARKETS. 


by the QuARTER, excepting where otherwise named; frem Wednesday to 
Saturday last, inclusive. 


The Scotch Markets cre the Returns of the Week before. 


Wheat. | Baricy. Outs. Beans. 
&. to s: 
Ayle ebury eoeeee | 56 62 
Banbury....- eee | 58 64 
Basingstoke ..-. | 55 68 
Bridport 55 63 
Chelmsford... 4% 70 
Bevletnck-erss cone | 98 65 
Devizes 48 60 
Dorchester...«.. | 92 64 
' 60 70 
L ecoteds 54 60 
Guildford oes Te 
Henley .......06 | 97 73 
Horncastle /50 55 
Hangerford...... | 48 67 
L@WOSs ccece see 56 70 
Newbury ........ | 42 70 
Northampton.... | 56 62 
Nottingham ..., | 58 
Reading .....+- | 61 
Stamford......... | 55 
Stowmarket .... | 52 
Swansea... .4..<. | 66 
Tear, .cce ch cede. | 
Uabridge ......«. | 
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Warminster... we ' 6 
Winchester....... 
Dalkeith * 
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Liverpool, May 2.—At this day’s market the attendance was very incon 
siderable, with very little demand for any article of the trade. Irish 
Wheats may be considered at a reduction in value of 2d. per 70 lb. from 
the prices of this day se’nuight; Oats 1d per 451b., Malt ts., and Malting 
Barley 2s. per quarter ; Flour 1s. per 2801b., and Oatmeal 1s. per 21016, 
The weather continues highly favourable for the late sown and coming 
crops. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 25th April to 1st May, 1826, inclu- 
sive :— Wheat, 7,788; Barley, 958; Oats, 24,267; Malt, 3,048; Beans, 644; 
and Pease, 87 quarters. Flour, 3,379 sacks, per 80 ibs. Oatmeal, 2,763 
packs, per 240 Ibs. 


Norwich, May 6.—Our market to-day was completely stagnated in con- 
sequence of the proposed measures of Ministers, viz, the liberation of the 
bonded Wheat, and allowing the importation of foreign Corn by the pay- 
ment of a duty of 12s. per quarter during the recess; what litile was sold, 
was soll at a reduction of 8s per quarter; prices of Red from 48s. tu 54s,; 
White to56s.; Barley 22s. to27s.; Oats 21s. to 28s.; Beans 34s. to 38s. ; 
Pease 34s. to 39s. per quarter; and Flour 45s. per sack. 


Bristol, May 5.—Our Corn markets at this place are extremely dull, 
and scareely any sales can be effected. The prices hereafier named are as 
correct as can at present be ascertained :—Wheat, from 5s, to 8s. ; Barley, 
Ss. to 4s, 6d ; Uats, 2s. 1d. to 3s. Sd.; Beans, Ss. to-5s. 6d.; and Malt, 
5s. to 7s. per bushel, Imperial. Flour, Seconds, 30s. to 45s, per bag. 


Birmingham, May 4.—A moderate show of all kinds of Grain at to-day’s 
market, and but very little business doing, in consequence of the expected 
liberauon of what is in bond Wheat from: 4d. to 6d. per 60 \bs.; and 
Barley 3a. to 4d. per bushel lower than-on this day se’nuight ; in other 
Grain n@ alteration. 


Ipswich, May 6.—We had to-day a ‘small supply of all Corn, but the 
prices of every thing were considerably lower, in consequence of the recent 
measures of Ministers Prices as follow:—Wheat, 54s, to 62s.; Burley, 
24s. to Sis.; and Beans, 36s. to 38s. per quarter. 


Wisbech, May 6.—In consequence of-the proceedings in Parliament 


relative tu importation*of Corn, the trade here was nearly at a stand, there- 


being but litte disposition in either buyer or seller todo business until the 
question is determined, | 


‘ukefield, May 5.—The resolution taken by Government to release the 
bonded Corn has produced. a considerable sensation in the market, and a 
reduction of from @s. to 3s.. per quarter in the * sa of Wheat, of which 
there was a.good supply at this day's market. No one knowing what effect 
may be produced by the new measure, trade is dull, even at the reduced 
prices. Shelling has declined 1s. per load, and Oats are dull of sale, and 
rather lower. 

Manchester, May 6.—In consequence of the admission of bonded Grain 
and Flour, fur ton consumption, our market may be said to be at a stand, 
the buyers conjecturing it will have the effect of lowering prices materially, 
whereas frum the scarcity of our own produce it cannot reduce prices 
much; however, at present, the panic has its weight, and the market has 
given way 6d. w 8d. on Wheat, and3d. to-4d..on Oats. Flour has also 


given-way about ds. persack, ~ 
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COUNTRY CATTLE ann MEAT MARKETS, &c. 


Norwich Castle Meadow, May 6.—The stipply of fat Cattle to this day’s 
market was very large, and several lots remained unsold, prices from 7s, 
to 8s. per stone of 14lbs,, sinking offal. Store Stock was also supplied in 
large numbers ; what few Scots were sold, were from 4s, to 4s. 6d. per stone 
when fat. Short Horns, of which we had several lots of good ones, to 
3s. 9d. Sheep penned in large numbers; Shearlings but few, and those 
sold at44s. Pigs in great plenty, and very cheap. 
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AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold im the Maritime Countics of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended April 29, 1826. 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
s. d, 
32 
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Cambridgeshire 
Norfolk 
Liacolnshire 
Yorkshire 
Durham 
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Monmouthshire 
Devonshbire.....:...... - 
Cornwall 

Dorsetshire 

Hampshire 

North Wales....,.... ’ ; 


South Wales . 7.. 4.27 10... 18 
© The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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